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Communication, 

Dissemination & 

Exploitation



Article 17 – Communication, dissemination & visibility

❑The beneficiaries must promote the action and its results by 

providing targeted information to multiple audiences.

❑Before engaging in a communication or dissemination activity 

expected to have a major media impact, the beneficiaries must 

inform the granting authority.

❑C&D activities must acknowledge EU support and display the 

European flag (emblem) and funding statement.



Annex 5: Obligation to exploit

❑Beneficiaries must — up to four years after the end of the action 

— use their best efforts to exploit their results (or to have them 

exploited by another legal entity, in particular through transfer or 

licensing).
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1 Results: Any tangible or intangible 
output of the action … whatever 
their form or nature, whether or 
not they can be protected. 



➢ Inform and Reach out to 
society as a whole and in 
particular to some specific 
audiences (i.e. non-specialists)

➢Demonstrate how EU 
funding contributes to 
tackling societal challenges 
(visibility of EU funding)

➢Multiple audiences beyond 
project’s community

Communication

Promoting the action 
and its results4

Terminology
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Dissemination

Public disclosure of the 
results

Exploitation

Utilisation of results

➢ Transfer of results to the ones 
that can best make use of it 

➢Maximizes the impact of 
research, enabling the value of 
results to be potentially wider 
than the original focus

➢Audiences that may use the 
results, e.g. peers, industry, 
commercial actors

➢Make use of the results; 
recognising exploitable results 
and their stakeholders  

➢Concretise the value and 
impact of the R&I activity for 
societal challenges

➢Groups and entities that are 
making concrete use of 
results

"Communication"
"Dissemination"

"Exploitation"

Including Policy



Press release

Informing about project Informing about results           Making results available for use

Project website Scientific
publication

Social media (blogs, Twitter, 
Facebook, LinkedIn)

Project factsheet, 
brochures

Exhibitions/
open days/

guided visits

Conference presentation

Policy brief/ 
Roadmap

Sharing results on 
online repository
(research data, 

software, reports) 

Newsletter

Videos, 
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demonstration

Articles in 
magazines

"Communication"                                  
"Dissemination"

Project website

Typical Tools for
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Making results available      Facilitating further use of results Making use of results

Patent 
Spin-off/ Start-up 

Data Management plan

Open/licenses

Innovation
managementScientific

publication

Policy brief/roadmap

Training/workshops 
demonstration

Active stakeholder/ 
user engagement

Copyright 
Management

Product 

Service

Societal 
activity 

Further research

Policy change

Sharing results on online 
repository (research

data, software, reports) 

Standard 

PhD thesis/ 
post

Typical Tools for
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"Dissemination"
"Exploitation"
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Why does D&E it not always happen? 
From the side of the project/beneficiaries

D&E = Tick 
boxes, ≠ not 

real work

Focus on 
implementation
vs. users’ needs

Not truly part of the 
project design from 

the start

Lack of awareness on 
D&E opportunities 
(issues, solutions, 

market, etc.)

Lack of skills (or 
interest)

to share results (with 
society)

Perceived as an 
“after-

project” activity

Low capacity: skills, 
IP management, 

absence of end-users

Lack of understanding 
about our expectations;

weak D&E plans and 
reporting

Information gap: 
networking, 

demonstration and 
financing opportunities

Issues
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What are the internal barriers within the EC? 
From the side of the project and policy officer

D&E = extra work, 
not part of the job 
description, no real 

project management

Difficulty to assess 
the scientific content 

of a project

Inadequate indicators 
for measuring impact 

and added value
“Co-generation”

Multitude of  tools, 
initiatives, 

programmes, entities

Issues
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And what if there is no D&E effort? 

Issues
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-results-platform
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HRP in a nutshell
To advancing the vision and to Dissemination & Exploitation

• An online advertising space for EC-funded 
research results

• Under the F&T Portal Account, project results can be 
uploaded by:

• PaCo – Participant Contact 

• PCoCo – Primary coordinator contact

• Peer-to-peer validation 

• By project partners, EC Project Officer, Platform 
Moderators

• Multiple results per Project possible

• Live Platform (results can be updated in real-time), not 
a repository

• The Mission of the Horizon 
Results Platform is to promote EC 

funded R&I Project Key Exploitable 
Results to various stakeholders, 
including policy-makers, private 
investors, industry, academia, etc. 

• The goal is that these results find a 
use, thereby fulfilling the needs and 
valorisation goals of their owners, the 
researchers. 

• This valorisation will create value not 
only for the researchers, but also for 
our economy, society, and the 
environment, and offer valuable 
contribution to policy-making.
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Work as an RFCS expert evaluator

• Call for expression of
interest for expert 
evaluators

• Deadline: 01 December 2027, 10:00 (CET)

• ec_rtd_rfcs-call-experts-
2022.pdf (europa.eu)
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Please                                       and                                  #FutureLowEmissionIndustries  #RFCS  #REA_Research
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Thank you for your attention
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